
Nautical Flags, Numerical Pennants & International Phonetic Alphabet 
A 

alpha 
Diver down; stay clear 

 

 

J 
juliet 

On fire with dangerous 
cargo; keep clear.  

S 
sierra 

Moving astern; 
Navy - flag hoist drill 

 

B 
bravo 

Carrying or discharg-
ing dangerous cargo  

K 
kilo 

I wish to communicate 
with you.  

T 
tango 

Trawling, keep clear; 
Navy – do not pass  

C 
charlie 

Yes or affirmative.  

L 
lima 

Stop your vessel now.  

U 
uniform 

You approach danger.  

D 
delta 

Maneuvering with 
difficulty; keep clear.  

M 
mike 

My vessel is stopped; 
making no headway.  

V 
victor 

I require assistance;  
not distress  

E 
echo 

I’m directing my 
course to starboard.  

N 
november 

No or negative.  

W 
whiskey 

I require medical 
assistance  

F 
foxtrot 

I’m disabled, 
communicate with me.  

O 
oscar 

Man overboard.  

X 
x-ray 

Stop your intentions; 
watch my signals  

G 
golf 

I require a pilot.  

P 
papa 

All return to ship.  

Y 
yankee 

I’m dragging anchor.  

H 
hotel 

Pilot on board.  

Q 
quebec 

Ship meets health regs; 
request port clearance. 

 

Z 
zulu 

I require a tug.  

I 
india 

I’m directing my 
course to port.  

R 
romeo  

N over C = I am in 
distress. 

      
 

      
 

0 
 

5 
 

1st 

Sub for 1st flag in 
hoist or series  

1 
 

6 
 

2nd 

Sub for 2nd flag 
in hoist or series  

2 
 

7 
 

3rd 

Sub for 3rd flag 
in hoist or series  

3 
 

8 
 

Code / Answer 
Msg understood; 

decimal point  

4 
 

9 
 

 
 

Gritzie Web & Computer Support 
 

 


	Code / Answer�Msg understood; decimal point

